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This book is a cross-cultural reference volume of all attested numerical no-
tation systems (graphic, non-phonetic systems for representing numbers),
encompassing more than 100 such systems used over the past 5,500
years. Using a typology that defies progressive, unilinear evolutionary
models of change, Stephen Chrisomalis identifies five basic types of nu-
merical notation systems, using a cultural phylogenetic framework to show
Numerical relationships between systems and to create a general theory of change in
: numerical systems. Numerical notation systems are primarily representa-
Notation tional systems, not computational technologies. Cognitive factors that help
A Comparative History explain how numerical systems change relate to general principles, such as
conciseness or avoidance of ambiguity, which apply also to writing sys-

57 o 106 tems. The transformation and replacement of numerical notation systems
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relates to specific social, economic, and technological changes, such as
the development of the printing press or the expansion of the global world-
system.

“Stephen Chrisomalis’s Numerical Notation is an extraordinary book, comprehensively assembling information about a central
human mode of notation, which is more widespread than writing systems and yet has never been fully explored. The author,
who writes in an exceptionally lucid style, also offers cogent interpretations of the patterns that he identifies.” — John Baines,
University of Oxford

“Numbers are necessary to reasoned human existence yet largely unconsidered by those who use them. This important book
brings together, in a polished and erudite presentation, the latest thoughts on the origins, development, meanings, and theories
of numbers. Few people could have pulled off such a study. That Chrisomalis has done so speaks to the magisterial authority
of the volume and its fresh views on the cultural basis and historical contours of quantification.” — Stephen Houston, Brown
University

“In this extraordinary and unprecedented book, Stephen Chrisomalis succeeds in doing for numerical notations what the great
theorists of the last generation — Gelb, Diringer, and Cohen — did for written language, providing an account that is encyclopedic
in scope, conceptually rich, and explanatorily adequate to account for the origins, the transformations, the social uses, and the
psychological implications of the world’s remarkable systems for the notation of number.” — David Olson, author of The World on
Paper and University Professor Emeritus, University of Toronto

“What this study has done is to remove the history of numerical notation from an outdated unilinear evolutionary scheme and
place it in a new framework that puts no stock in progressivism as an inexorable consequence of history. It seems to me that no
future work of numeral notation will be able to ignore this study. The detailed analysis and typology offered here, as well as the
theoretical and interpretational exposition, sets a standard for future discussion of numerical notation as a social, technological,
and cognitive phenomenon.” — Francesca Rochberg, University of California, Berkeley

“Stephen Chrisomalis’s Numerical Notation is a work of extraordinary scholarship and erudition. The author guides the reader
on an informed and highly engaging survey of number naming systems around the world, from the cuneiform sexagesimal
numeration of ancient Mesopotamia to the Indian-derived decimal numeration of much of the modern world. Along the way,
Chrisomalis explores a host of intriguing intellectual historical questions relating to not just how different societies have met

the challenges of classifying and naming quantities, but other matters of broad linguistic, philosophical, and anthropological
interest. This book is destined to become a standard reference work in the field for many years to come.” — Gary Urton, Harvard
University



20% DISCOUNT ORDER FORM

Discount Code: MEOCHRIS
OFFER GOOD UNTIL MAY 31, 2010

978-0-521-87818-0/Chrisomalis/Numerical Notation/HB/List: $95.00/Disc.: $76.00

TERMS OF THE OFFER: All individual orders must be prepaid by check or money order or charged on American
Express, Visa card or MasterCard (libraries excepted). The use of a credit card will expedite your order. Canadian
residents, add 7% GST. Shipping and handling charges for North America are $6.00 for the first book and $1.75 for

each additional book. Outside North America (only credit card orders are accepted) - $9.00 for the first book, $5.00
for each additional book (surface mail).

*All prices are in US dollars and subject to change.

Name

Address

City State Zip

Institution

[ ] Payment Enclosed $ [ ]Visa [ ]Mastercard [ ]American Express

Credit Card Number Expiration Date

Signature

Return to:
Order Dept. « Cambridge University Press ¢ 100 Brook Hill Drive « West Nyack, NY 10994
Toll Free (800) 872-7423 / Fax: (845) 353-4141 / http://cambridge.org/us

Order online!

www.cambridge.org/us
Enter promotional code MEOCHRIS at checkout to receive a 20% discount.




